HOUSE CALL

SECOND NATURE

UMDERCOVER IMN THE MO55Y MOUNTAIMS OF TAIWAN IS5 A STRIPPED-DOWM SPACE SWAPPING WI-FI AMD MIERORS
FORWIDESCREEN JUNGLE. TAKE OVER THIS HILLSIDE HIDEAWAY FOR A BACK-TO-BASICS BREAK OF YOUR OWHN

WORDE AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY CHRIZ SCHALKE
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(% THE DRIVE NORTH-EAST FROM TAIPED early one morning,
mountains fill up the horizon like an endbess pod of mos

covered whale backs to the sea. The road twists higher into the
Fuifang hilks - the green spine of Tamwan
a former gold-mining enclave imtersected by Old Streel, the
lamtemn-lined main drag of whimsical tea howses and food
prints which, abkeng with clean, salty air and sweeping views of
the East China Sea, draw shoals of day-trippers to the town
frovm Taiped. But thase who kneow Jiwfen's secrets can slope off
down alleyways Lo holesin-the-wall cafés for home-made
Eumguat lemonade or follow rambling downhill paths 1o
temples in the jungle that covers Keelung Mountain., (Snly
they might chance upon Shu Shu Hoose - and. mast likely,
walk past. Besched by a hidden stairway ot the very end of Old
Streed, it scems at ficst, to be a un-down concrete cabin, the kind
found all over Taiwan with walls blackened by decades
of rain and humidity, so battered that even a presure washer
can't save them. Flanked by giant ferns and banyans, and
partly consumed by vines, the house seems to creak and sgqueak
with the branches in the wing. 5hu $hu = which roughly translates

en rouke o Jiufen,

HOUSE CALL

arranges a pluck of osmanthus blooms in a Liny sarthenware
vase. "1 feel that way there will always be harmony in the howse.”

It's easy vo see how this place s an expression of Lin, a leading
Tarwanese Moral arbst and fownder of CNEFloser, whose instal
Lations and bove for uncultivated natural forms bave attracted
clienis such as Chanel and Aman. But be is not o man of airs and
graces. "My obsession with lowers began early on,” be tells me
when we =it down with his wife vy Chen for tea: a home-made
blemd of peppermint and Chinese Bguorice mool. T stared out as
i bownguet delivery bow, On my first day, 1 was tasked with three
drop=offs: bo an office, a sirip dub and a morgue. That™s when 1
realized the power of Qowers and the many different emotions
they can carry.” Chen shares his passion; she used to host a show
abaut gardens on Japanese TV and, like green-kwing Lin, hios
never been much of a city dweller. Despite having o flounshing
career in the capiial, Lin previously lived in Xochi, another rocky
area easl of Taipei. But with a mushrooming workload, the
commute became punishing. He relectantly swapped his former
ciathin for an apartment in Tadpei’s suburbs = and at once el
trupped. T get my imspiration from nature, =0 being in the city for

FLAMKED BY GIANT FERNS AND BANYAMS, AND PARTLY CONSUMED BY VIMES, THE
PLACE SEEMS TO CREAK AND SQUEAK WITH THE BRANCHES IN THE WIND

a5 "counting trees” in Chinese = is a fitting name. It & alse a cdue
to the botanical passions of ils owners.

Lposn entering through Sho Sho's heavy wonden doors,
visitors climb a staircase to end op in the open-plan living!
bedroom, which could be the moody =t of a grey-loned Wong
Kar-Wal or Zhang Yimou Glm, with wildlife, framed by windowss
playing the leading role. A cast-iron bed occupies a good
parrt iof the space, its headboard an antigue Chinese door richly
decorated with hand-carved mastifs left by the previous owner,
a retired calligrapher. A rickety Indonesian oakwood cabinet
= filled with glassware and Japanese ceramics A gnarled
brinch sits in a time-worn pail, seemingly unarranged, jost
mitlure™s sculpiure. 1L s apparend that the rough beauty of the
house bas been enhanced by a respectiuol curatorial eye and
the Inpanese principle of wrhi-sald, along with a spint of reuwse
and minimal intervention

At the small dining table are very simple wooden folding
chairs A vinlage Cierman workbench functions as o desk, a
collon-oovered window seal a reading and tree-gasing nook. The
sparse furniture and modest objets d'wer that bave been repur
pozed here share one common denominator. Adl the materials
are nalural” says genily spoken owmer Aldfie Lin as he delicately

tods long mentally dains me,” he suys And so he began scouring
the surrounding mountadns for a weekend retreat *to escape amd
rechargs’. He searched Bor ome, tave, three, Bour, five yeare Then,
one day, he chanced wpon an online Listing for a di-year-old cabin
in the Jiufen mountaims, whose calligraphy-artst ewner bad grown
towo old 1o make the trek uphill every day. Lin was won over by
a phedograph of s battered facade. 1 just had a feeling this hoose
wits Teally special.” He was hearbroken when be found out
another buyer was abaout o put down o deposit. Bu he and Chen
maved swiftly and, through sheer ardour, won the bid.

In the two vears that Followed, Lin Bew to Boral assignments
in Spanish fincas and Scottish costles withi a floor plan of the
building in his pocket. ' I didot wanl anything pre-planned or
tailor-made,” be says "Indead, 1 listened b what the house was
telling me to dol In his time off, he combed anliguee markets in
wearch of pieces that would fit the space = glaswane rom France,
daffodil-yellow vases fvom China, And so a weries of coincidental
acguisitions gradually tormed imle the interiors of Sho Sha Howse.
But there werne also some practical decisions Before the couple
mawved in, the place undersent a thormough renovation. Crriginal
foorboards were restored and painted Blue Additional windows
wiere added = carefully positioned 1o ket the outside ine Cn good

Clppogive, chockhwise frovm cop keft: a doping aleysay In Jiufen; a wooden linen cupbeard im the bathroom, the main living space, and a
stone bathiub fadng the jungle at Shu Sha House. Prewous pages, cdackwise fram top iefr: a French hammered-copper bathibub in the spa rooam;
the: bedenom and living space; 2 German workbenich used as a writing desk; vintage fumiture and quirky finds in the spa room
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dayx views from the Ars Boeor reach 2 far as Keelung sbet, about
five miles off the rugged nearby coast. In the bathroom, almost
the whale west wall B made of glass The sink doesn't have a
marror above it and instesd books oot onto the trees "When
yora ' hizre = you den 't nead towormy about looks” Lin explaims

Mor privacy in the jungle. Even in the ground-foor spa noom,

where a hammered-copper bathiub is positioned beside large
windows, there is no witness but the sunlight-dappled foliage.
The lack of a kilchen is intentional, so as net o lose ouch
with the lecal community = though the cabinet in the Living anea
neally conceals a mini fridge. "We want 1o suppor our neigh
bours. Eat at their restaurants,” says Lin. A TY and an internet
hook-up have alsy been beft out, and 30 conmection is spolly
this high up The calm brings out the best in people;” savs Chen.
ur guesthook is filled with drowings and poems from Friemds
whi suddenly discovered their creative side away from the
distractions of the cty,” Lin adds *We never intended it to be a

guedhouse” Bul when he shared photogryphs of his new cabin
online, he was inundated with weekend rental reguests Ower the
vears, friends, friends-of - friends amd friends of-fremds-of - friends
have stayed = all carefully vetted. Shu Sho House o't meant e
b o place like home =it = a home, and it isn't for everyone.

[t stars raining and a thick mist completely blankets the
house in o matter of minutes " Jivfen can be a moody Lody = she
does as she pleases” savs Chen. Bt somebirw, Sho Sho House
15 aven more homely and charming this way, set against a
sounditrack of rmindrops and crackled joce playing from an
old B&Cr radio. Mature seems closer and Taipei even further
away. ‘'We love 1o listen o the waler tapping on the roof” Lin
muses. "1t all very poctic” 6

Shu Shu House (s eccasionally avalable to rent avernight
Fow ranes and avedabnliy, wislt focehaok conyshushufiouse

Abowe, dlockwise from top lefn osmer Afle Lin bn s garden; binoculars; hildde temples in Siufen; tea served In lapanese cerammics; gpa room; living space
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SHOPPING 1N

FORNY )

THE NON-5TOP METROPOLIS OF 38 MILLION IS5 THE MOST DEMSELY
POPULATED ON EARTH, WHERE TRADITION-TWISTING SELLERS JOSTLE
FOR A 5POT BY ADDING ORIGIMALITY TO EXTRA-SPECIALISED CRAFTS

WORDS AKND PHOTOGRAPHS BY CHRIS SCHALKK
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CLASSIC KEEPSAKES

Few washi-paper goads match the quality
of the ones found at Heibara, which sells
delicate envelopes, gorgeous folding Fans
and pestcards, In business since 1B, this
spol is an exemplar of the rejuvenation
that has swept throwgh the historic district
ol Wihonbashi over the years Aumong the
age-okl spoaces thal hiove been given modem
makeovers i lwathpick purveyor Samya.
Frunded im I70. A 20-mimle walk away,
the bowedung amd modest Natsomo shop
fromt stands out i upmarket Ciinga. The
chopstick expert siocks around 2 500 sets
in lacguered bamboo, hand painted poree
lain and bumpy ehomy wood, FadbanT oo,
seiferhoerid rarm v oo, esofrasht oo

LOCAL CRAFTS

What started ool as & magazxine with
siyle-Focused travel tips has grown inbo a
conoept shop selling quality lapanese
crafis IMT Design Travel Siore works
wilh small-scale producers in each of
the country™s 47 prefectures. As a nesult,
its shelves ane stacked with cotton socks

from Mara, colourful wrapping textiles from
Shizucka and porcelain from Saga. Flus,
itx next-door mussum has cool exhibitions
on sake brewing and fermentation. Aikaeae
B eonnidd Tderigninmelvone

GROCERIES

Admost every possible varety of Tapanese
rice i sold ot Akomeya - more than 12
types o which can be brught by the sooop.,
peliched im store and packed op beauts
fully, while the friendly siaff advise on the
best ponking methods. There™ also o range
of kitchen products for sale. including soy
sauces, furikake seasoning, artisanal smke
and sarthenwire pols Akomeyn has oot
piwts arcund the city, but the ones in Ginza
and Kaguraeaka bave on-sibe restaurant
Chubo, which dishes up simple, wholesome
food. ekonrevajp

HOMEWARE

Tired o her job ax a fast-fashion buyer, Sae
Yamamobo decided to sloe things down
with a place of her omm. Al riverfronl ware
house Ten, she celebrates local artists and

ceramicists who follow a sustainable
approach in thedr craft. The collection s
everchanging. though regolars include
Tokyo Kodo™s wood-scented fragrances.
Chifts are wrapped in furoshidc-gyle doth
dyed by Yaomamobo hersell Jibtokyecom

HIGH DESIGH

Window-shopping is a joy in the stylish
Aovama area, where stores such as Prada,
deszigned by Hersog and de Mewron, are
architectural standowts Mearby, the Spiral
complex takes ils name from its upwards
aisting exteror, and is worth a visit Bor its
free art exhibitions and offbeat bfestyle
shep Mleanawhile, in the Dhikanyama dis
ikt the Kashivama Dhaikanysmn building
is made up of szven stacked, box-like
strxctures. Each one howses something
different: a contemporary art gallery: a
select shop ourabed by Opening Ceremony’s
Carol Lim and Homberto Leon {where
Tkyor hased Hender Scheme i displayed
alongside Incguemus); a bakery: and a
French restaurant. spinel oo, ey
AR T PEITIE. COTT

Aboree from kefr: Coteau restaurant at the Kashiyama Dakamyama bullding clothes at Dower Street Market, Previows pages, lef, clockwise from fop lefe:
boombseses at Beams; international crafis at Cabinet of Curosiies; homeware at Ten; modern geta shoes at Graphpaper; Shibuya district; cerambes at
D7 Design Teasel Stone; bowthque at Kashivama Dalkanyamra; noe at sdomeya; Tokyo at night. Prewhous pages, rghr, facade of Halbarm washi-paper shop
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STYLE FILE

GUIRKY COMCEPTS
Built to resemble a small town square with
a redro barbershop and an optician, Hibiys
Central Muarket cocupies the thind Aoor of
the Tokyo Midvown Hibiva development.
Right in the centre, Cubinet of Coriesdties
hax coffee-table books, dishware and
one=nff crafts from Morocoo and Bexico.,
A Tew geps away, the all-white Grophpaper
outpost matches heavy-duty Chacoli e
biags with its own line of Fila sneakers, as
well as selling lifestyle products. Stop by
the Ikkaku food court for soba noodles
curries, dovmbnr rice bowls and highballs
Taking up space beneath the arches of
whitl used to be Manseibashi Staticn,
Maach Ecwte is a smart collection of
oonos ph sbires, bars and cafés on the fnnges
of Akihabara. A walk through the curved
pazages beads you past the sweel, hoppy
wialls of Hitachino Brewing Lab, Halois
speciilsing in vintage Scandinavian
furpiture = and Cakland’'s Blue Bottle
Coffee. fribiya-cemtrml ararket jp, ecufefp

FASHIOM

Y&Sons, down the street from Kanda
Myeyin 2hrine, has elevated the men's

kimono into an everyday, smart-casual
garment, made-to-measure from fine
fabrics. Off-the-rack styvles are also
available. as well as leather-and-bamboo
sindals In Ginza, Dover Strect Market
diees more than stock Comme des Gargons

this is the place to pick up one-off
items by Tapanese designers that are
imposible to find elsewhere, For Tokyo
street style, head o the Shinjuke Aagship
of lependary brand Besms, known for
% om-the-pulse pieces and vintage boom
boses, prndyars oo, ginnrdoversinesd
mrarker.cor, beanes oo fp

WHERE TO STAY

Hoshimoyu Toky, in the business hub of
Chivoda, delivers a slick updite on the
traditional rrokar-inn experience. All
surfaces - even the lifts - are lined with
tatami mats Cin each Aoor, six guesinoomes
{plush futons sia)i paper screens) open
onlo a communal echarora sitling
room, where stafl serve Llea and onigin
rice balls. Matcha-making workshops
are hosted in the lobby, plus there's an
apen-air avmen ot spring on the top floeor.
Thsubies from ahoer L7660, hoshineva com

LOCAL KNOW-HOW
HIDEKI ‘HUE' KIMURA,

FORRRIDER OF STREETWEAR LABEL DELLIXKE
I'Aint kgies : phEatTar
1t i ders akd - sohioe
1 WG S LT S T L’

furriture from the 18005

| used towis i A

1 M Yok befo |
i e R [

EAreT B USE A5 3 ]

oba noodhes and seas
TRl ST e 71T LG T T e
rary. When | need
Ik . ¥
il Oar "'.u:lu' r
vincked creat
I Suand HE Dl S ITHR T e *da
ta-desgreed Wat Hg] IS
|L=gl =gt W% [ T Ok i and Kt
I i, SiEE stcards and sta HET
chelme.

Ahove, chaciowlse from g shop at Maadh Ecute; dothing at Graphpaper, chopsticks at Matsuno; through a window at Prada; an installation at Speral comples:
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