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LIFTING ROOTS
THE CITY RESHAPING THAI TRADITION

Chiang Mai's golden temples and thriving markets,
knwn For thair hill-tribe crafts and richly embroidered
fabrics, have baan drawing travellars in for years.
But now a crew of creatives have started somathing
e amang the attmactions in Thailand's cultural
capital. Inspired by the northern city's rural backdrop
and local produce, rustic dens have baen transformad
into laid-back, forest-fringed hangouts, serving

up herbal rice drinks and farm-to-table feasts, =
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BN 0 4 FHE CHEANG MAT LOWDOWN
) S o] e THE COFFEE STOPS
i Wiith its prowimity to Thailand's bean plantations and fordness for the slow
) J . B i kife, it's no surprise that Chiang Mai has become one of Asia’s coolest coflee
j : ’ | et the past few yean Today, the city % pChoecl we AL such s
n pey T i A a5 ack Khages in fat Kt subdistnc, R a Thai- | apaneie
15 conaple, this K s bakoed o
- | preen-tea maff th a caff wt. St above &
| | the Tha P, Cofle
vl A back wath concrete walk and salvaged fumeture v beans ane used foe
. j - the perfect pour-owers and cold brews. Rurther north, The Baristro at Ping
3 | - | River offers sun-dappled tables on the banks and oneat se con 0
3 a6 cocomnt -water espressos and drinks spled with cinnamon
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v ) THE LUNCH JoIN
The chee & in the name at Meena Rice Based Cusine, whene almost every
& dish & based on the staple, from hevbal drinks to cnusted shimp, With its
> wonden beams and slanted roofs, this waterside bam takes its ouwe from the
& traditicnal architectune of northern Thasland s fommer Lanna kingdom
The rustic restaurant cha oS ICal produce wath L3k s on
Thai classics. Must-tries include the goni-hike triangles o
BAD BOY VALLEY with butterfly pea and safflower, and the roasted sticky skewers with
= pork. After lunch, browse the gt shop for bamboo bags and orgamc soaps
THE ARTIST RETREN]
K bit's mot just image-hungry Instagramimess who malee the Thongma
’ Studic in rumal Mae Bim every weekend, where an
- ! F Thongma welcomes visitors to his ca J
i signature rugged busts and ceramic [
- -y & a% It 5 A foode siop: the Chen dshes up oo
o tropical-fruit-topped French tast and chilli-bacon spaghetti
A
i THE JUNGLESUPPER CILB
i howr's deive from Chiang Mai aaks

ants: Bad Boy Valley Seated

! - one of the area’s maost sought -afier re
between taxidenmy animals and lavis al arrangements, only a handful
Ld . of guests at a time are served a seven-course Thai-inspired menwu. Dishes
s o change daly, using seasonal ingredients, edible flowers and the chef
g from abwoad (Chinese spices; Japanese fru d could nclude vegets
. packed summes rolls or rce-field crabs. Afteresards, the f

% mvited next doar for a tour of the owners’ ho

e KHAGEE with everything from antique chinoses
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: Riverside Raya Heritage 1a fresh approach, ditching
. i styde for a minimal, white-washed look, with typecal crafs (c
mulberry -paper screens) in a staming contemporany role. Grownd
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- o = rooms have indgo fabrics and tesraces with pools nough for
- : whille others come with balcomies and furnituse covered wath handwonen
textdes. s Khu Khao restaurant is whene a variety of regior
e : and bold flavours mest, with dshes such as

noodie soup), amok trey (Cambodian steamed
Thad junge curry). rayahedn Dot
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THE INSIDER RECOMMENDATIONS
F| L] : When anisgue dealers - wened-epscumes Viadha ' K’ koenlavadhana an
Thanayot “Yot' Kochakong ot busy running Bad Boy Valley, t
e soaees Tharks

are

explore ':lllal'lﬁ Man's o
i I' roots, it has Always besn a city wherne neagion an
' > 2 i RO e * gy, Ko, O wesskoaricls wes rurmimiage

e Myanrnar, ncka and China 31 De Sam n the Hang Dong
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Stop for & Cassi momhenn Supper
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Bar ir thee hip Ni for evening dr
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